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ity, though he has neglected to furnish an Index to the volumes. He 
would also have increased the value of his services by adding very 
largely to the number of his explanatory notes. 



11. — The Letters of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford. Edited 
by Peter Cunningham. Now first chronologically arranged. 
London: Richard Bentley. 1857-59. 9 vols. 8vo. 

Simultaneously with the publication of Horace Walpole's Last 
Journals, we have the concluding volume of Mr. Peter Cunningham's 
excellent edition of his Letters. In several respects this edition is 
superior to those which have preceded it. For the first time the different 
collections of Walpole's Letters have been brought together in a series 
of uniform and elegant volumes, under the editorial supervision of a 
single person ; and to the letters published by former editors Mr. Cun- 
ningham has been able to add a hundred and seventeen, which are now 
printed for the first time, and thirty-five " scattered over many printed 
books and papers," which had not been comprised in any previous col- 
lection. He has also given the prefaces and notes of preceding editors, 
properly credited to them, a valuable body of additional notes from his 
own pen, a copious Index, nine views of Strawberry Hill, and more 
than forty portraits, some of which have not been published before. 
In beauty of typography, in completeness, and in the fulness of editorial 
illustrations, these volumes fully meet the requirements for a good 
library edition of Walpole's Letters ; and we gladly recognize the ser- 
vice which Mr. Cunningham has rendered to literature by their publi- 
cation. 

Whatever may be thought of Walpole's character, or of the correct- 
ness of his judgments, his letters must be regarded as an immense 
repertory of facts ; and such is the charm of their style, that they will 
probably continue to be read for many years. Extending over a period 
of more than half a century, — from November 9, 1735, to January 
15, 1797, — they comprise a series of two thousand six hundred and 
sixty-five letters, and give us pleasing and familiar details of many 
most important events, lively sketches of some of the most illustrious 
personages of the last century, curious pictures of social life, and nu- 
merous characteristic anecdotes. A mere trifler in an age of great men, 
flippant, heartless, and full of prejudices and whims, sneering at author- 
ship, yet craving its posthumous rewards, Walpole holds an important 
place in English literature ; and his Letters could be as little spared by 
this generation as could Boswell's Life of Johnson. 



